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Executive Summary
This document accompanies the online Web portal created by PRIPARE for the collection and
evaluation of privacy patterns. In the document we describe the functionality and the operation
of the portal. We explain various elements such as the main screen, how the login-process
works, and how users can interact with patterns. User interaction includes reading patterns,
creating new patterns, providing comments and editing existing patterns.

31/12/2014

ICT-610613

6

PRIPARE

Deliverable 2.3

v1.0

1 Usage Guide
1.1 The main screen

Figure 1 The main screen

On the main screen a collection of patterns is visible at the bottom. There is also a search box in
the middle of the screen. The search bar is responsive; the patterns at the bottom adjust
automatically as the user types.
For each pattern there is also the option to edit or read that pattern. Icons for upvotes and
downvotes are visible on each pattern description. However, the user cannot vote until logged
in. At the upper right corner of the screen there is a login button.
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1.2 Reading a pattern

Figure 2 Read view of a pattern

When clicking on “Read” at a specific pattern, we see a read-only version of the pattern,
together with existing comments. Users can login using the login button, whereas the PRIPARE
logo at the upper left corner leads back to the main page.
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1.3 Signing in

Figure 3 The sign in screen

In order to sign in, the users will be faced with a field where he/she is required to enter a valid
E-Mail address. The user will then receive a link by email containing an access token. Once the
user clicks on the link, he/she is logged in. We decided to use this login mechanism –
passwordless – in order to avoid the requirement of saving user names and their passwords in
other access mechanisms. Using this approach we aim to make the participation process easier.

Figure 4 The main page after signing in
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When logged in, the user can also edit patterns. To do this we have to click “Edit” on a pattern.
Using the lower right “+” button, the user can add a new pattern.
In addition, the user can see a new bar on the upper right, where he/she can log out or edit
their profile. When the user wishes to log in again, he/she has to type in the e-mail address to
receive a new email with a login link. We decided to not use the e-mail address as the default
username, because we consider e-mail addresses to be private. On the other hand we wanted
pseudonymity, so that the users can build a reputation. We therefore decided to create a hash
from the e-mail address which is used as the default username.
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1.4 Editing the profile

Figure 5 Edit-view of the profile

The username can of course be edited and the user can write a short bio. The user details can
be seen in discussions. The web site supports using Gravatar service for user photos.
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1.5 Adding a pattern

Figure 6 Adding a new pattern

As mentioned earlier a user can start adding a new pattern, by clicking on the lower right “+”button on the main page. The screen used for adding a new pattern is split into two sides. On
the left the user can edit the different fields of the pattern, which can be viewed immediately
on the right side. The Website supports Markdown syntax. So it is possible to have italic text via
underscores or bold text via double-asterisks. Enumerations are also possible which are
rendered immediately on the right side.
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1.6 Discussing a pattern

Figure 7 Discussing an existing pattern

For discussing a pattern there are two options. Figure 7 shows a read-view of a pattern with a
logged-in user. At the bottom there is a field for general comments which concern the whole
pattern.
In addition, for each individual element of the pattern there is a comment field. Comments can
refer to previous comments, so the structure of the comments is essentially a tree.
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2 Further Plans
By mid-January, PRIPARE partners have an internal project feedback phase, where the
members will actively test the portal. The web portal will then be reset in order to integrate the
feedback. By the end of January the portal will go live under the domain privacy-patterns.eu
and will then be available for pattern collection and evaluation.
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